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In December during the school break we took 
the family to Washington DC for a few days 
of sight seeing and family fun. It was a great 
little trip. We could see the Capital from our 
cute little Air Bnb, and despite the cold and 
wind we were able to have a very enjoyable 
time.  

We went to the Natural History Museum, Air 
and Space, African American History 
Museum, saw monuments and had a tour of 
the Capital building with a cousin. We also 
had the opportunity to ride the DC Metro 
around town. While going up and down the 
escalators, in more than one station, we 
observed ICE agents in full gear.  

It was shocking to behold. I am used to 
seeing soldiers on the street having lived in 
Israel for many years. But in America, on 
American streets, and in our nations capital? 
This was not only strange but a bit scary. 
Maybe more than a bit. And then in the 
beginning of this month we saw what 

Continued on next page 2  

From the Rabbi…  

Friday,  January 2 
     Erev Shabbat 

 

7:00 pm 

Friday, January 9 

     Erev Shabbat 

 
7:00 pm 

Friday, January 16 

     Erev Shabbat 

 

7:00 pm 

Friday, January 23 

     Erev Shabbat    
 

7:00 pm 

Friday, January 30 

     Erev Shabbat 

     Shabbat Shira 

     Rock Shabbat 

 

7:00 pm 
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From the Rabbi… (continued) 

In a moment when many feel watched, targeted, 
or unsettled, simply showing up for one another is 
an act of strength. Making use of our tried and 
true Jewish technologies of study, prayer, and acts 
of kindness are bold acts to banish darkness and 
bad feelings.  

Here at TSS we know this in our bones. We know 
how good it is to be together. We know the value 
we get from our study sessions. We cherish our 
holiday gatherings to uplift our souls and connect 
us to our past, present, and future. And when we 
show up for our neighbors in need we satisfy our 
need for acting with kindness and generosity in 
the world. We are a great little Temple for which I 
am very grateful.  

May this community continue to be a place of 
presence, courage, and care—for ourselves and 
for all who seek dignity and safety. 

Rav Uri 

unfolded in Minneapolis 
and the tragic death of 
Renee Good. It is a heavy 
time in the world and in 
our country. 

And it feels relentless. 

In Jackson, Mississippi an arsonist set fire to the 
historic Beth Israel Congregation. Allegedly a 
hate crime (seems obvious), our Jewish people 
and institutions are under increased threat. We 
are spending more and more communal funds 
on security than ever before. Funds that used to 
be put towards programming and building 
Jewish life, are now being used to protect 
ourselves and survive.  

What should be our response to a world that 
too often crushes our hearts? Is there a Jewish 
way to answer for a world on fire? 

January often brings cold clarity. The noise of 
the world does not fade with the turning of the 
calendar, and many of us arrive to services, 
classes, and programs carrying real unease—
about rising antisemitism, about the visibility of 
force and fear in public life, about what it 
means to be vulnerable in our own country. 

The synagogue has never been a place to 
escape reality. It is, instead, a place where 
reality can be faced honestly and together. Our 
tradition does not ask us to be unafraid; it asks 
us not to be alone. 

When Jews gather—to pray, to learn, to mark 
time—we create a refuge that is not built on 
denial, but on connection. Here, anxiety can be 
named. Here, memory steadies us. Here, we are 
reminded that fear does not get the final word. 
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The Cantorial world, especially 
the community of my school, 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish 

Institute of Religion-DFSSM, is saddened by the 
loss of a beloved teacher and mentor of ours, 
Cantor Robert Abelson, z"l, who passed away on 
January 5, 2026, at the age of 96,  In addition to 
being a beloved husband, father, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather, Cantor Abelson was also 
a great teacher, Cantorial coach to generations 
of students, including myself, and he is 
remembered by all for his warmth and 
menschlichkeit. He was a master of languages, 
especially Yiddish, and a poet. He also had a 
background in Opera and often treated 
audiences of his to Yiddish dubbings of famous 
arias, notably “Largo Al Factotum” from 
Rossini's  Barber of Seville.  You can watch that 
here:    
 
https://youtu.be/xbiKXfoIlPo?feature=shared 
 
Cantor Abelson was born in Brooklyn in 1929 to 
a Polish father and Lithuanian mother. He 
graduated HUC in 1957 and was a continuous 
mentor to generations of students as a faculty 
member. He had served as Cantor at Temple 
Israel of the City of New York  since 1980. 
 
Though I did not know about his poetry, he 
apparently began writing it at a very young age 
and never stopped. A collection of his poems 
have been gathered in a compendium by HUC 
and Temple Israel called Better Than Dreaming: 
A Life in Poetry.  In the foreword, one of its co-
editors, Cantor Howard Stahl, compares Cantor 
Abelson to Yehuda HaLevi, Solomon Ibn Gabirol, 
and King David. 

   
Hear him sing more Yiddish here: 
 
https://youtu.be/6XeXjUVXNl0?si=32QhZ-
rRZCur42bz 
 
The memory of Cantor Robert Abelson is a 
blessing. 
 
Cantor Jason Rosenman  
  

 

Notes From the Cantor  

Cantor’s Corner... 

A Happy and Healthy 

New Year 

to all our friends 

from 

The Office Staff 

and the 

Board of Trustees 
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From the Co-Presidents... 
 

Commemorations of TSS History 
 
Let me start off by wishing all of you a Happy New 
Year. As Co-Presidents, Bill and I love to kvell about all 
of the enjoyable and worthwhile activities that 
Sha'arey offers us to enrich our religious and daily 
lives. Those columns are generally about what we are 
doing now and in the future because we are a 
forward looking congregation. There's something 
equally affirming about a look to our long and 
impressive history. 
 
As many of you know, one of our former Rabbis, Sy 
Dresner, had a deep friendship with Martin Luther 
King Jr. They marched together and worked on 
important civil rights activities in the 1960's. We had 
the honor of hosting Dr. King when he spoke in our 
former home and when he spoke another time at the 
local high school auditorium. As part of Springfield's 
commemoration of America's 250th anniversary of US 
independence, we are participating in an event at 
that same Jonathan Dayton High School auditorium 
on January 18th at 2pm, where Rabbi Dresner's son 
Avi, is hosting a discussion about African-American/
Jewish relations both then and now. 
 
 
Our own Social Action committee will be set up in the 
lobby with other organizations to remember Dr. 
King's legacy, by highlighting the ways that we and 
these other groups move forward in that same spirit 
of brotherhood and service as we face a future in an 
often divisive society. Please join us for a brief but 
powerful look at the dynamic between both these 
groups and the society at large. Forging common 
cause may seem to be a lost art these days, but this is 
a chance to do just that. Please join us for an 
important and meaningful look back AND forward on 
a crucial topic. 
 
Shalom, 
Brian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME JOIN US! 

January 4, 2026,            

May 3, 2026 

at 871 Mountain Avenue 

10:00 - 11:00 AM 

 

 

 

Please join Rav Uri on a 

Sunday morning for a little 

nosh and schmooze. Come 

build community and 

schmooze with our Rabbi and 

deepen our connections with 

each other. This event takes 

place on the first Sunday of 

the month on the dates listed 

above,                                                

at 871 Mountain Ave. 

Hope to see everyone joining us! 
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A weekly class on Wednesday Mornings 

10:00 am - 11:00 am  

Do you ever feel lost during services? Would you like to know 

more about where our prayers come from? Do you like to study 

material that will deepen your Jewish life? Then this class is for 

you. Each week we will study a different part of the prayer book. 

We will look at the history and development of our worship text 

and ask how deeper knowledge can assist our prayers lives  
 

We will be meeting In Person at the Temple 

871 Mountain Avenue, and on Zoom 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/95884499727?

pwd=M7boFLBpNS3Atx05Tsxnmlq7MM8aXo.1 
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Calling all Bookworms! 

 We gather at the Temple and on Zoom 

Sunday, January 25, 2026 at 10:00 am 

To discuss the book 

“The Invisible Thread” 

 by Laura Schroff  

 If you are interested contact Sandy in the office at 

scroll@shaarey.org   

If you have trouble getting the book in time to read it for class,  

please let Edie Ben-Israel know  -  ediebee@netzero.net. 
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PLEASE NOTE! 

The next Scroll will be for  

February  

 

THE DEADLINE  FOR THE                 

ARTICLES  IS   

January 15, 2026    
 

Please let the Office know if  

there is anyone 

in the Congregation that is sick,  

in the hospital, or if there is a death 

in the Congregation. 

You can email the Temple office 

scroll@shaarey.org,  

or 

call the Temple office 973-379-5387 

Jan.  1 Office Closed 

Jan.  3 Study Minyan     11:00 am 

Jan.  4 Nosh & Schmooze with Rav Uri  10:00 am 

Jan.  5 Board of Trustees      7:00 pm 

Jan.  6 Study Class with Dan Herman    10:00 am 

Jan.  7 Study Class with Rav Uri   10:00 am 

Jan. 10 Study Minyan     11:00 am 

Jan. 12 Sisterhood       7:00 pm 

Jan. 13 Study Class with Dan Herman   10:00 am 

Jan. 14 Study Class with Rav Uri   10:00 am 

Jan. 15  Bridges at Zion Church in Rahway     7:00 pm 

Jan. 17 Study Minyan      11:00 am 

Jan. 18  Brotherhood       7:00 pm                                    

  Office Closed - Martin Luther King Day 

Jan. 20  Study Class with Dan Herman  10:00 am 

Jan. 21  Study Class with Rav Uri    10:00 am 

Jan. 24  Study Minyan     11:00 am 

Jan. 25  Book Club     10:00 am 

Jan. 26  Executive Board      7:00 pm 

Jan. 27  Study Class with Dan Herman   10:00 am 

Jan. 28  Study Class with Rav Uri   10:00 am 

Jan. 30  Shabbat Shira—Rock Shabbat    7:00 pm 

Jan. 31  Study Minyan     11:00 am 
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News From SISTERHOOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please consider joining us in Sisterhood.  
 

Our Meetings are the 2nd Monday of  

each month on Zoom at 7 pm 

 

All are welcome! 

Call the Temple office for Zoom information 

973-379-5387 

  

  

 

 

Please see 

Page 15 

to sign up for 

Sisterhood/ Brotherhood 

Membership 

 

News From  

BROTHERHOOD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join us at Brotherhood 

All Temple men welcome! 

Our meetings are the 

3rd Monday of the month 

at 7:00 pm 
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News From BROTHERHOOD 

News From SISTERHOOD 
Sisterhood of 

            

Women of Reform Judaism, District 4 

Membership 2025-2026 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR PAYMENT 

 

Name:  ________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 
  
  ________________________________________________________ 
  

Home Phone: _________________________Cell Phone: _____________________ 
 

Email:  ________________________________________________________ 
 

□ Sisterhood Dues:   $36 

□  Lifetime Membership $360 
 

Send your check made payable to: "Sisterhood of Temple Sha’arey Shalom" 

To: Sharon Moesch - 133 Meisel Avenue,  Springfield, NJ 07081 

 
 



      Page 16                                                                             The Scroll                                               January, 2026 

 

Happy Birthday! 

 

JANUARY 
 

 Irene Bolton 

Steven Firsichbaum 

Barbara Goldstein 

Gilda Karp 

Beverly Lerner 

Julio Russ 

Adrienne Sklar 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

JANUARY  

 

Pamela & Marc Bain 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 

to all those whose  

Anniversaries are this month 

but we don’t have on file. 

If you want your anniversary 

listed please email the 

Temple office 

scroll@shaarey.org  

If we are missing your 

Birthday 

Please let us know! 

scroll@shaarey.org 
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YAHRZEITS - remember our family and friends 

JANUARY 
 

January 2, 2026 

Charles Bromberg, husband of  

 Sandra Bromberg 

Sonia Geiger 

Samuel Gerwitz, father of Doreen 

 Salerno 

David Goldstein, grandfather of 

 Barbara Goldstein 

Helen Goldstein, mother of Rabbi 

 Joshua Goldstein 

Lee Halper, mother of Muriel 

 Klinger 

Anne Kaplan, mother of Judith 

 Tornick 

Robert Karp, father-in-law  of Gilda 

 Karp 

Lea Kleinman, mother of Hyman 

 Kleinman 

Frances Kriegman 

Milton Leibowitz, father of Laura 

 Weening 

Andrea Lesnik, daughter of Leon 

 Lesnik 

Ralph Loeb, grandfather of Seth  

 Kenter 

William Raphael 

Sadie Rosenman 

Bella Seme, grandmother of Ronald 

 Weening 

 grandmother of Suzanne 

 Firsichbaum 

Murray Stoller 

Richard Trugman, brother of Pamela 

 Bain 

Goldie Weiner, grandmother of  

 Marion Krop 

Jack Zucker, brother-in-law of  

 Pamela Bain  

  

January 9, 2026 

David Brown, father of Marc Brown 

Jerome Diamond, brother-in-law of  

 Richard Brown 

Lila Spiegel Gelman 

Barbara Gordon 

Monroe Hochner, father of Audree 

 Kiesel 

Brian Hollander 

Stefan Kan 

Beverly Wolfe Levy, friend of Pamela 

 Bain 

Ruth Meisel 

Beatrice Slater 

Samuel Tick 

Olga Worsky, mother of Sandra 

 Bromberg 

Dora Zlatin, mother-in-law of Phyllis 

 Zlatin 

 

January 16, 2026 

Leona Brenner, mother of Ilyse 

 O’Desky 

Pola Karp, mother-in-law  of Gilda 

 Karp 

Natalie Krumholz, mother of Arnold 

 Krumholz 

Edith Krupnick, mother of Roberta 

 Krumholz 

Esther Lesser, grandmother of Sharon 

 Moesch 

Saul Mardenfeld 

Samuel Waller, father of Sue Ellen 

 Marcus 

 father of Judy Waller 

Bernard Weening, father of Ronald 

 Weening 

 father of Suzanne Firsichbaum 

 

January 23, 2026 

George Applebaum 

Morton Bratter, father of Paul Bratter 

Eleanor Bernstein, mother of Robert 

 Bernstein 

Ira Cohen, cousin of Muriel Klinger 

Leo Eaker, father of Cindy Broderick 

David Feldman 

Rose Fielo, mother of Joan Baumgarten 

Paula Gornstein 

Barbara Graulich, aunt of Andrew 

 Graulich 

Alex Kaplan, father of Ellen Cohen 

Samuel Kaplan, father of Judith Tornick 

Andrea Lakios, friend of Robert and 

 Rosalyn RosenHanst 

Lillian Mardenfeld 

Rubin Pierce 

Beth Joy Rappoport, sister of Hank 

 Rottenberg 

Gloria Rose 

Hortense Shider 

 

 

 

 

          Continued on page 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      Page 18                                                                             The Scroll                                               January, 2026 

 

 

January 30. 2026 

Meyer Bromberg, father-in-law of Sandra  

 Bromberg 

Herbert Brown, father of Ilene Gerstenfeld 

Harriette Eaker, mother of Cindy Broderick 

Henrietta Fabricant, mother-in-law of 

 Marian Fabricant 

Martha Gansler 

Miriam Kabot, mother of Irene Bolton 

Bruce Kahn, cousin of Pamela Bain 

Evelyn Kaplan, mother of Lawrence 

 Lerner 

Abraham Lederman 

Marion Pasternak, mother of Marcy   

 Pasternak 

Lilly Scherb, mother of Marvin Scherb 

Elinor Schnell, mother of Amy Cohen 

Roland H. Shaul 

Marylin Shrensel, aunt of Barbara 

 Goldstein 

Evelyn Zucker, mother of Marcia Bright 

 

YAHRZEITS - remember our family 

and friends 
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Asya Zhivotovsky, mother of Isai Fishkin 

Keefe Kramer, father of Doris Buttery 

William Buttery, husband of Doris Buttery 

Joseph Kramer, brother of Doris Buttery 

Gussie Furst, mother of Harriet Ginsberg 

Harry Morgan, grandfather of Edythe Ben-Israel 

Paul Sandler, cousin of Hy Kleinman 

Julius Krumholz, father of Arnold Krumholz 

Sadie Smith, grandma of Doreen Salerno 

Rabbi Martin Halpern, father of Nachama Loeshelle 

Lee Einhorn, grandmother of Marci Einhorn Hardy 

Lillian Krupnick, cousin of Roberta Krumholz 

Lee Halper, mother of Muriel Klinger 

Family, of Marvin Scherb 

Beverly Wolfe Levy, beloved friend of Pam Bain 

Jack Zucker, brother-in-law of Pam Bain 

Ralph Loeb, grandfather of Seth Kenter 

Charles Bromberg, husband of Sandy Bromberg 

Lea Kleinman, mother of Hy Kleinman 

Louis Schneider, father of Sandra Silver 

Milton Leibowitz, father of Laura Weening 

Bella Seme, grandmother of Ronald Weening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TREES 

Sharon and Bill Moesch, to Bracha Mandel, 

in memory of Hedy and Avraham Mandel 

DESIGNATED FUNDS 
We gratefully thank you for these Gifts and Donations 

Please make all Designated Funds checks payable to Temple 

Sha’arey Shalom, not the name of the fund.    Thank you. 

YAHRZEITS - 

Remember our family and friends 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

To Rabbi Uri, in memory of Daniel Karp, from Gilda Karp 

 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

To Cantor Jason, in memory of Daniel Karp, from Gilda Karp 

 

GENERAL FUND 

A donation from Hy Kleinman 

 

R & V COHEN HUNGER RELIEF FUND 

To Jody Cohen, in memory of her mother, Vivienne Cohen, 

from Angela Sacher 

In memory of Goldye Grossman, from Judy Waller 

 

 

A donation was made to  

New Jersey Community Food Bank 

from the R & V Cohen Hunger Relief Fund   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihis3W19fdAhWDdt8KHUvgAVwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sdconservation.org%2Fyanktoncd&psig=AOvVaw1Sq2PjeHcCevA1BG9Uj6tX&ust=1538017376538164
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THIS COULD 

BE YOUR 

 AD 

THIS COULD 

BE YOUR 

 AD 
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TREE PLANTING FORM 

Please call the Temple Administrator at 973-379-5387 or mail the form to: 

Temple Administrator   

Temple Sha’arey Shalom, P. O. Box 51, Springfield, NJ 07081 

  

Please make check payable to Temple Sha’arey Shalom (order will not be processed without check) 

FAMILY NAME ________________________________ PHONE __________________________ 

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________ 

We wish to plant ______________ trees at $18.00 each             Enclosed $ ____________ 

In honor of _________________________ OR in memory of _____________________________ 

Send tree certificate to: 

NAME ________________________________________  

ADDRESS _____________________________________________ 



 

 

 
Temple Sha’arey Shalom 
P.O.Box 51  
Springfield, NJ 07081 
 

Return Service Requested 
 

Proudly affiliated with the 
Union for Reform Judaism 

 

 
 

Rabbi: Uri David Allen 
Email: RavUri613@gmail.com 
 
Cantor: Jason M. Rosenman 
Email:  cantor@shaarey.org 
 
 

Rabbi Emeritus: Joshua Goldstein 
Email:  rabjogo@aol.com         
 
 

Cantor Emerita: Amy Daniels 
Email: cantoramydaniels@gmail.com 
 
 

Dir. of Finances: Cindy Broderick 
Email: bookkeeper@shaarey.org 
 
 

Dir. of Administration: Sandy Corritore 
Email: scroll@shaarey.org 
 

Co-Presidents: William Moesch & Brian Kass  
Email: president@shaarey.org  
 
 

Temple Office:  973-379-5387 
Website: www.shaarey.org 

  

Temple Sha’arey Shalom affirms that all persons are of sacred 

worth.  As a Reform synagogue, we embrace the message of 

God’s unconditional love for all people, regardless of sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or race.  Our congregation strives to 

live the Reform Judaism credo of “open hearts, open minds, open 

doors”.  Welcome Home. 

mailto:President@shaarey.org

