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As the days grow short and the nights stretch 
long, I find myself returning again and again 
to a line often attributed to Nietzsche: “He 
who has a why to live for can bear almost 
any how.” It’s a sentence that has been 
echoing in my mind with particular force 
since hearing Eli Sharabi speak about his 
months as a hostage in Gaza. In fact he 
mentions this quote explicitly in his 
presentation.  

As I write this, it is just one day after Sharabi 
was hosted by Metrowest Federation to 
share his story. On one particular day in 
captivity, Eli recalled how he found himself in 
a tunnel with Hirsch Goldberg-Polin. Hirsch, a 
remarkable young man, reminded Eli of this 
quote even in that dark moment. It became 
his mantra for the duration.  

Eli did not speak about physical toughness or 
clever strategies for survival. What he 
described instead was purpose—a picture of 
his family he held in his mind, a sense of 
responsibility to return home, and a belief 
that his life still mattered in the world. He 
described moments where the darkness—

Continued on next page 2  

From the Rabbi…  

 
Friday,  December 5 
     Erev Shabbat 

 
 

7:00 pm 

 

Friday, December 12 

     Erev Shabbat 

 

 
7:00 pm 

 

Friday, December 19 

     Erev Shabbat 

     Chanukah Dinner 

     Chanukah Service 

 
 

 

5:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

 

Friday, December 26 

     Erev Shabbat    

 
 

7:00 pm 
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From the Rabbi… (continued) 

resilience. A reminder that even a sliver of 
purpose can sustain us through nights that feel 
endless. 

And yet—this season is not easy for everyone. 

While Hanukkah brings images of warmth and 
celebration, the winter months can intensify 
loneliness and longing. The darkness can feel 
heavier. The cold can make absence more 
palpable. For some in our community, the “why” 
that once fueled life may feel dimmer now—after 
the loss of a loved one, the end of a relationship, a 
health crisis, a job change, or the slow 
accumulation of difficult years. For others, the 
world’s brokenness feels overwhelming, and hope 
becomes harder to access. 

When a person’s “why” weakens, even ordinary 
days can feel heavy. Tasks that once felt simple 
now require tremendous effort. The spark that 
once guided them feels hidden, quiet, or even 
lost. This too is part of the human experience, and 
it deserves to be acknowledged with tenderness 
and honesty. 

Hanukkah has something important to teach us 
here as well. 

When we light the hanukkiah, we place it in the 
window—not only to publicize the miracle, but to 
share our light with anyone passing by. Light in 
Judaism is rarely a solitary symbol. It is communal. 
It grows when shared. A single candle is beautiful, 
but a room full of candles—lit side by side—
transforms the darkness into something warm and 
livable. 

For those who feel strong right now—this is an 
invitation to become someone else’s light. A 
phone call. A check-in. A visit. An invitation to 
dinner or to services. A small gesture of presence 
can reconnect a person with their “why,” 
reminding them that they matter and that they 
belong. 

For those who feel their flame flickering—this is a 
reminder that you do not need to generate all 
your light on your own. 

both literal and 
emotional—felt 
overwhelming. Yet he also 
described the stubborn 
ember inside him that 
refused to be extinguished. 
That was his why. And 
even when the “how” of 

his days became nearly unbearable, that inner 
reason kept him alive. Tragically, Eli’s “why” was 
his wife and daughters. They were murdered on 
October 7, but Eli did not know this until his 
release. 

Listening to him, I was struck by how deeply 
Jewish this idea is. Long before Nietzsche, and 
later Victor Frenkel gave it philosophical 
framing, our tradition understood that meaning 
is a form of endurance. A person who knows 
why they must keep going—who they love, what 
they believe in, the covenant they carry—has a 
strength that no external force can fully take 
away. 

This is, in many ways, the spiritual heartbeat of 
Hanukkah. 

We tell the story every year: the miraculous oil 
that burned for eight days. But beneath that 
miracle lies a more human one. Before the oil 
lasted, someone had to light the flame. 
Someone had to decide that even a tiny flicker 
of faith and identity was worth kindling in the 
midst of overwhelming darkness and 
uncertainty. The Maccabees had no reason to 
expect success. They didn’t know whether their 
restored sanctuary would remain standing. They 
didn’t know whether they would survive the 
winter, let alone rebuild Jewish sovereignty. 

But they had a “why”—the dignity of our 
people, the sacredness of our practices, the 
belief that Judaism brings light into the world—
and it was enough to take the next step. Their 
courage to light that first flame is perhaps the 
greatest miracle of all. 

Eli’s story is a modern echo of that ancient 
Continued on page 3 
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Judaism does not demand that we manufacture 
hope at will, nor does it judge us for struggling. Our 
tradition simply asks that we stay near the warmth 
of others, that we allow the community’s light to 
shelter us until our own wick catches again. 

What allowed Eli Sharabi to endure was not only his 
personal reservoir of strength. It was also the 
knowledge—deep, intuitive, sustaining—that his 
family, his community, and the Jewish people were 
waiting for him, praying for him, and refusing to 
forget him. His “why” was intertwined with their 
love. Our ancestors in the Hanukkah story likewise 
did not act as isolated individuals but as a 
community bound by a shared purpose that 
illuminated their path forward. 

This is the spiritual invitation of the winter season. 

When we kindle lights against the darkness, we are 
making a claim about the world: that even the 
smallest flame has value, that meaning can be found 
or regained, and that no one’s light should have to 
burn alone. We are reminded that every person 
carries a story, a purpose, a reason to remain 
connected to life—and that helping one another 
discover or rediscover that purpose is among the 
holiest acts we can perform. 

So this Hanukkah, may we tend carefully to our own 
inner flames—whatever our “why” may be. May we 
draw courage from Eli’s testimony, inspiration from 
the ancient story of Hanukkah, and comfort from 
the warmth of our community. And may those 
among us who find themselves in a season of 
struggle be surrounded by enough presence, enough 
compassion, and enough shared light to keep the 
darkness at bay until brighter days return. 

Chag Urim Sameach—may this season bring you 
light, meaning, connection, and renewed purpose. 

Rav Uri 

Happy Chanukah 

to all 

from 

The Office Staff 

and 

The Board of Trustees 

From the Rabbi… (continued) 
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Felice Festa  Ebraica Delle 
Luci, Benedetto Marcello! 

       I am referring to the Venetian 
Gentile composer of the Baroque 

Era, Benedetto Marcello, who lived from 1686-1739, 
and made one of the most beautiful and one of the 
most glorious contributions ever to Jewish 
music.  That contribution was the Italian melody to 
Maoz Tzur.  This is not the same melody that we 
normally sing at Hanukah time to the English 
translation, Rock of Ages.  That melody is the 
German melody.  I am referring to a prettier melody 
in minor written in the 18th Century that is less well 
known but has been making something of a 
comeback in the past few decades, popping up in 
high school and college winter concerts across 
America.  The work was found as part of a collection 
of Marcello’s in 1724 called Estro Poetico 
Armoni  (“Harmonic Poetic Inspiration”) also called 
Parafrasi Sopri Li Salma (“Paraphrases Over the 
Psalms.”)  Marcello had learned the medieval 
Hebrew poem from Venice’s Tedesco Jews (Italian 
Jews of Ashkenazic descent) and found in the text, a 
similarity to what his Church knew as Psalm 15 
which is actually Psalm 16 in our Tanakh. Marcello 
notated his setting of Maoz Tzur as “Salmo 15/Maoz 
Tzur-Intonazione degli Ebrei Tedeschi” -(“Psalm 15/ 
O Mighty Stronghold-A German Jewish Chant.”) 

       The more well-known German version that we 
sing may have come from a Lutheran Church hymn 
in the 15th Century.   This is a great irony concerning 
a six stanza piyut which touts the freedom of the 
Jewish people from assimilation throughout history 
while mentioning, not just the story of Hanukah, but 
also the stories of Purim and Passover as well.  Some 
people hear a striking resemblance to the German 
melody of Maoz Tzur in the beginning of the third 
act of Don Carlo, a five-act opera by Giuseppe 
Verdi.  I listened to the segment and found the 
resemblance to be too subtle to draw a definitive 
conclusion.   

       The first letter of each of the stanzas spell the 
name “Mordechai H” thus attributing the poem in 
the 13th Century to Mordechai ben YitzHak 
haLevi.  The English version that we know as Rock of 
Ages is attributed to Gustav Gottheil and Marcus 
Jastrow, both of whom were Prussian born American 
Rabbis who lived until the beginning of the Twentieth 
Century. 

   Different renditions of both the Italian and German 
melodies to Maoz Tzur can be found on 
Youtube.  Hear the Benedetto Marcello melody here: 

https://youtu.be/tYPIAhshhvM?
si=wS7iLwvSB4tjVDda 

 
      While the festival of Hanukah and the poetry of 
Maoz Tzur in particular, stress freedom from 
assimilation, Ashkenazi Jewish music seems to have 
benefitted artistically from cross pollination with a 
neighboring faith. 

 
Felice Festa Ebraica Delle Luci, 

Hanukah Alegre  

Glückliche Jüdische Fest der Lichter 

A Lichtiger und Freilichen Chanukah 

Hag Urim Same-aH 

Happy Festival of Lights 

 
Cantor Jason M. Rosenman 

 

  

 

Notes From the Cantor  

Cantor’s Corner... 

https://youtu.be/tYPIAhshhvM?si=wS7iLwvSB4tjVDda
https://youtu.be/tYPIAhshhvM?si=wS7iLwvSB4tjVDda
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From the Co-Presidents... 
 

Greetings, 
 
As the year 2025 comes to an end, we can reflect on 
the many happenings and accomplishments of our 
congregation. In addition to our meaningful and 
enlightening Shabbat Services, many of us have 
participated in learning opportunities presented by 
Rav, Cantor, and our fellow congregant Dan Herman. 
We have also enjoyed an array of social activities 
including Triva Night, a Medium, professional singers, 
just to cite a few.  
 
Please know, our Activities Committee, Ritual 
Committee, Brotherhood, and Sisterhood have been 
busy planning activities for us, such as: guest 
performers, field trips to local theaters, art museums, 
baseball game, and many other programs and activities 
still in the discussion/planning stage. 
 
Our Social Action Committee continues to identify 
opportunities for us to become involved in the larger 
Jewish Community by providing information to us 
concerning lectures on relevant contemporary topics, 
activities inclusive of letter writing campaigns focusing 
on social issues. This committee helps us maintain our 
ongoing relationship with Bridges and its focus on 
addressing housing insecurity. 
 
To stay informed about TSS programming please check 
the TSS Weekly Happenings, the Scroll, the TSS 
website, and the TSS Facebook Page. 

 
We are in the beginning phase of a new 
initiative that may allow us to provide more 
opportunities for involvement in Jewish 
learning, social programming, and other 
interesting and fun related activities, through 
our newly formed relationship with Temple 
Shalom in Scotch Plains. Three members of our 
Activities Committee have joined a Joint 
Planning Committee with members of the 
Temple Shalom family. As this new committee 
pursues its work, we will provide you with 
information concerning additional program 
plans.  
 
I offer the congregation’s sincerest thank you to 
those of you who have planned and 
implemented all these enjoyable and valuable 
programs. 
 
Hopefully, we are addressing your needs 
spiritually and socially. Please feel free to offer 
suggestions for programing and activities that 
may be of interest to you. 
 
May the year 2026 be a healthy one for you 
and our congregation, one filled with a sense of 
belonging to a vibrant Jewish community. May 
it also be a year of peace for our country and 
for Israel. 
 
L’shalom, 
Bill 
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COME JOIN US! 

December 7, 2025,  

January 4, 2026, May 3, 2026 

at 871 Mountain Avenue 

10:00 - 11:00 AM 

 

 

 

Please join Rav Uri on a Sunday morning for a little 

nosh and schmooze. Come build community and 

schmooze with our Rabbi and deepen our connections 

with each other. This event takes place on the first 

Sunday of the month on the dates listed above,                                                

at 871 Mountain Ave. 

Hope to see everyone joining us! 
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A weekly class on Wednesday Mornings 

10:00 am - 11:00 am  

Do you ever feel lost during services? Would you like to know 

more about where our prayers come from? Do you like to study 

material that will deepen your Jewish life? Then this class is for 

you. Each week we will study a different part of the prayer book. 

We will look at the history and development of our worship text 

and ask how deeper knowledge can assist our prayers lives  
 

We will be meeting In Person at the Temple 

871 Mountain Avenue, and on Zoom 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/95884499727?

pwd=M7boFLBpNS3Atx05Tsxnmlq7MM8aXo.1 
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Calling all Bookworms! 

 We gather at the Temple and on Zoom 

Sunday, November 28, 2025 at 10:00 am 

To discuss the book 

“Heart of the Stranger” 

 by Rabbi Angela Buchdahl  

 If you are interested contact Sandy in the office at 

scroll@shaarey.org   

If you have trouble getting the book in time to read it for class,  

please let Edie Ben-Israel know  -  ediebee@netzero.net. 
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PLEASE NOTE! 

The next Scroll will be for  

January  

 

THE DEADLINE  FOR THE                 

ARTICLES  IS   

December 15, 2025 
 

Please let the Office know if  

there is anyone 

in the Congregation that is sick,  

in the hospital, or if there is a death 

in the Congregation. 

You can email the Temple office 

scroll@shaarey.org,  

or 

call the Temple office 973-379-5387 

 
Dec.   1 Board of Trustees           7:00 pm 
 
Dec.   2 Study Class with Dan Herman   10:00 am 
 
 The Heller Museum     11:30 am  
 
Dec.   3 Study Class with Rav Uri   10:00 am 
 
Dec.   4 A Conversation with Eli Sharabi    7:30 pm 
  
Dec.   6 Study Minyan     11:00 am 
 
Dec.   7 Nosh & Schmooze with Rav Uri  10:00 am 
        
Dec.   8 Sisterhood       7:00 pm 
 
Dec.   9 Study Class with Dan Herman  10:00 am 
 
Dec. 10 Study Class with Rav Uri   10:00 am 
  
Dec. 13 Study Minyan      11:00 am 
 
Dec. 15  Brotherhood       7:00 pm 
               
Dec. 16  Study Class with Dan Herman  10:00 am 
 
Dec. 17  Study Class with Rav Uri    10:00 am 
     
Dec. 18  Bridges at Zion Church in Rahway     7:00 pm 
 
Dec. 19  Chanukah Dinner      5:30 pm 
 
Dec. 20  Study Minyan    11:00 am 
  
    Kean University “L’Chaim”        7:30 pm 
 
Dec. 23  Study Class with Dan Herman   10:00 am 
  
     Executive Board      7:00 pm 
 
Dec. 24  Study Class with Rav Uri   10:00 am 
 
Dec. 25  Office Closed 
 
Dec. 26  Office Closed 
 
Dec. 27  Study Minyan    11:00 am 
  
Dec. 28  Book Club     10:00 am 
 
Dec. 30  Study Class with Dan Herman      10:00 am 
 
Dec. 31  Study Class with Rav Uri   10:00 am 
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Sherry Bratter, mother of Paul Bratter 

Sophie Traum, mother of Martin Traum 

Stan Newman, husband of Arlene Newman 

Milton Raff, father of Leslie Kaston 

Nathan Raff, grandfather of Leslie Kaston 

Marvyn Jaffe, brother of Myrna Wasserman 

Jerome Schneider, brother of Sandra Silver 

Dorothy Baumgarten, mother of Mark Baumgarten 

Ethel Lilien, mother-in-law of Richard Brown 

Jack Trugman, father of Pamela Bain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A donation was made to  

New Jersey Community Food Bank 

from the R & V Cohen Hunger Relief Fund   

DESIGNATED FUNDS 
We gratefully thank you for these Gifts and Donations 

Please make all Designated Funds checks payable to Temple 

Sha’arey Shalom, not the name of the fund.    Thank you. 

YAHRZEITS - 

Remember our family and friends 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

To Cantor Rosenman, in appreciation for officiating at the 

funeral of our mother, Vivienne Cohen, from Amy Rosenberg 

and Jody Cohen-Gavarian 

R & V COHEN HUNGER RELIEF FUND 

In memory of Vivienne Cohen, from Roger and 
Sandy Held 

To Rabbi Jody Cohen, in memory of Vivienne Cohen, 
from Rabbi Judy Shanks and James Gracer 

To the Family of Vivienne Cohen, in memory of 
Vivienne, from Iris Talesnick 

To Jody Cohen and Family, remembering Vivienne, 
from Julie and John Cohen 

To the Rosenberg Family, in memory of Vivienne 
Cohen, from Cathy and Jon Levison 

In memory of Vivienne Raphael Cohen, from 
William Stromeyer and Raquel Aneckstein 

In loving memory of our parents, Vivienne and Bob 
Cohen, grandparents, and great grandparents, from 
Jody and Jimmy Cohen-Gavarian, Ami, Lauren, 
Maddy and Piper Gavarian 

To Jody Cohen and Jimmy Gavarian, in memory of 
Vivienne Raphael Cohen, from Shelly and Jay 
Rosenstein 

A donation from Inc Marsha Sportswear 

To Jody Cohen-Gavarian and Amy Rosenberg and 
Family, in loving memory of Vivienne and Bob 
Cohen, from Debbie and Phil Katz 

To The Rosenberg Family, in loving memory of 
Vivienne Cohen, a beautiful lady who will be missed 
by all who knew and loved her, from Nancy and 
Greg Mendel 

To Amy Rosenberg, in memory of Vivienne Cohen, 
from Marsha Srednick 

To Jody Gavarian, in memory of Vivienne Cohen, 
from  Jeanne Pascale 
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News From SISTERHOOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please consider joining us in Sisterhood.  
 

Our Meetings are the 2nd Monday of  

each month on Zoom at 7 pm 

 

All are welcome! 

Call the Temple office for Zoom information 

973-379-5387 

  

  

 

 

Please see 

Page 19 

to sign up for 

Sisterhood/ Brotherhood 

Membership 

 

News From  

BROTHERHOOD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join us at Brotherhood 

All Temple men welcome! 

Our meetings are the 

3rd Monday of the month 

at 7:00 pm 
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News From BROTHERHOOD 

News From SISTERHOOD 
Sisterhood of 

            

Women of Reform Judaism, District 4 

Membership 2025-2026 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR PAYMENT 

 

Name:  ________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 
  
  ________________________________________________________ 
  

Home Phone: _________________________Cell Phone: _____________________ 
 

Email:  ________________________________________________________ 
 

□ Sisterhood Dues:   $36 

□  Lifetime Membership $360 
 

Send your check made payable to: "Sisterhood of Temple Sha’arey Shalom" 

To: Sharon Moesch - 133 Meisel Avenue,  Springfield, NJ 07081 
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Happy Birthday! 

 

DECEMBER 

  

Laurie Ben-Israel 

Andi Bergman 

William Cohen 

Mara Friedman 

Daniel Herman 

Ellen Lieberman 

Arlene Newman 

Leah Sklar 

Myrna Wasserman 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

DECEMBER  

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 

to all those whose  

Anniversaries are this month 

but we don’t have on file. 

If you want your anniversary 

listed please email the 

Temple office 

scroll@shaarey.org  

If we are missing your 

Birthday 

Please let us know! 

scroll@shaarey.org 

If your anniversary is 

in December 

And we missed it 

Please let us know! 
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YAHRZEITS - remember our family and friends 

DECEMBER 
 

December 5, 2025 

Esther Cohen, mother of Rita Fink 

Arthur Ingberman, father of Jeanne 

 Graulich 

Barbara Kass, mother of Brian Kass 

Lillian Mellilo, aunt of Leon Silver 

Harry Morgan, grandfather of Edythe 

 Ben-Israel 

 great grandfather of Laurie 

 Ben-Israel 

Sheldon O’Desky, brother of Iyse 

 O’Desky  

Ruth Seltzer 

Saul Snepar, father of Richard Snepar 

 father of Beth Snepar Jurista 

Robert Tornick, father of Barry Tornick 

Jack Trugman, father of Pamela Bain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 12, 2025 

Asya Fishkin, mother of Isai Fishkin 

Lena Grossbarth 

Mildred Horn 

William Ingberman, grandfather of 

 Jeanne Graulich 

Louis Kampf, father-in-law of Corinne 

 Kampf 

Samuel A. Karp 

Ruth Reiter, mother of Sally Goldstein 

Ester Schaffer, mother of Hazel Scherb 

Sheila Schulman, aunt of Jeanne 

 Graulich 

Sadie Smith, grandmother of Doreen 

 Salerno 

 

 

 

December 19, 2025 

Gussie Furst, mother of Harriet 

 Ginsberg 

David Horowitz 

Joseph Kramer, brother of Doris 

 Buttery 

Keefe Kramer, father of Doris Buttery 

Morton Kreitchman, father of Robin 

 Walters 

Julius Krumholz, father of Arnold 

 Krumholz 

Benjamin Kurs 

Mildred Raphael 

Martin Sherman 

Norman Stromeyer 

Samuel Waterman, father of Maxine 

 Gleicher 

Rosa Zabludovsky, mother of Shraga 

 Zabludovsky 

 

 

December 26, 2025 

David Ben-Israel, husband of Edythe 

 Ben-Israel 

 father of Laurie Ben-Israel 

William Buttery, husband of Doris 

 Buttery 

Lee Einhorn, grandmother of Marci 

 Einhorn-Hardy 

Matilda Fink, sister-in-law of Rita Fink 

Herbert Forman 

Rabbi Martin Halpern, father of 

 Nachama Loeshelle 

Hal Rose 

Paul Sandler, cousin of Hyman 

 Kleinman 

Frieda Wink, aunt of Muriel Klinger 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj-prXjn5DdAhXvRd8KHf-PBd0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nermitzvah.com%2Fsafety-yahrzeit-candle-holder.html&psig=AOvVaw2w_eLLA385T3fM-qMLCLAK&ust=1535562913400
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THIS COULD 

BE YOUR 

 AD 

THIS COULD 

BE YOUR 

 AD 
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TREE PLANTING FORM 

Please call the Temple Administrator at 973-379-5387 or mail the form to: 

Temple Administrator   

Temple Sha’arey Shalom, P. O. Box 51, Springfield, NJ 07081 

  

Please make check payable to Temple Sha’arey Shalom (order will not be processed without check) 

FAMILY NAME ________________________________ PHONE __________________________ 

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________ 

We wish to plant ______________ trees at $18.00 each             Enclosed $ ____________ 

In honor of _________________________ OR in memory of _____________________________ 

Send tree certificate to: 

NAME ________________________________________  

ADDRESS _____________________________________________ 



 

 

 
Temple Sha’arey Shalom 
P.O.Box 51  
Springfield, NJ 07081 
 

Return Service Requested 
 

Proudly affiliated with the 
Union for Reform Judaism 

 

 
 

Rabbi: Uri David Allen 
Email: RavUri613@gmail.com 
 
Cantor: Jason M. Rosenman 
Email:  cantor@shaarey.org 
 
 

Rabbi Emeritus: Joshua Goldstein 
Email:  rabjogo@aol.com         
 
 

Cantor Emerita: Amy Daniels 
Email: cantoramydaniels@gmail.com 
 
 

Dir. of Finances: Cindy Broderick 
Email: bookkeeper@shaarey.org 
 
 

Dir. of Administration: Sandy Corritore 
Email: scroll@shaarey.org 
 

Co-Presidents: William Moesch & Brian Kass  
Email: president@shaarey.org  
 
 

Temple Office:  973-379-5387 
Website: www.shaarey.org 

  

Temple Sha’arey Shalom affirms that all persons are of sacred 

worth.  As a Reform synagogue, we embrace the message of 

God’s unconditional love for all people, regardless of sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or race.  Our congregation strives to 

live the Reform Judaism credo of “open hearts, open minds, open 

doors”.  Welcome Home. 

mailto:President@shaarey.org

